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TAPE OF MRS. EVA ST . ONGE 
JUNE 14 , 1977 

Eva : Now th i s is a poem I wrote when I was on the t r ap line . I ca ll it the 
Trappe r s Home . 

Nest l ed away at the f oot of the h i l l~ , 

Where the air is pure and sweet , 
There ' s a fragrant sme ll of spruce and pi ne, 

There ' s a l ove l y big cabin , 
And a s pring that is crystal c l ear , 
And a wonderfu l big hay meadow , 
Where the pack ho r ses grazed a good part of the year . 
This is our home, 
Ten mont hs of the yea r . 
Let it s Gnshi ne, rain, or snow . 
We don ' t have to worry none , 
Though it ' s often sixty below . 
There ' s lots of wood in the woodshed , 
And p l en ty of grub i n the cashe . 
There ' s moose meat in t he meat house, 
And the ce llar there ' s spuds by the sack. 
We have to take i n grub enough to last us all the year . 
The nea rest store i s the Trading Post , 
And that ' s f i fty miles from here . 
So i f you do r un out of things , 
Your out slick an~ clean, 
You have no neighbours to borrow from, 
Their few and far between . 
We have a l i ttle world al l of our own , 
Away up there on the hil l s , 
Where the Northern lig~ts play overhead, 
And j ust watching them gives you a thri ll . 
It was pretty lone l y at f i rst , I'l l adrr. i tt , 
With no one to tal k to for days . 
As I said before we have no neighbours , 
Their fifty miles away . 
As you sit a l one in your c~ bin at nigh t , 
When your husband ' s away or. the line, 
Al l of a sudden you 'l l hea r the wo l ves howel, 
And it sends cold chi l ls up and down yG ur spine . 
I sat in the cabin and watched them play, 
On the meadow in the bright moon l ight night . 
And they ' ll take to the woodsin a hurry i f you ju~t shout 
or show a br ight l ight . 
At timesthe going is pret ty tough, 
On t he trai l in the bitter co l d. 
But you don't seem to mind the hardships, 
For it wcn't be long unti l your furs a r e sold . 
That's wten you go on a buying spree, 
Your taking the town what there is to see . 
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A show or two, 
And you visit old f riend s , 
It ' s f ine at first , 

(2) 

Bu t you ' re g l ad wl!en it ends . 
So when you work with s upp l ies f or another year, 
You ride out to t he l ake in the t ruck, 
And get the boat l oa ded up be f ore da rk, 
To be sure of an ear l y start . 
We have a l ong trip down r i ver , 
As we ll as c r oss ing numerous l akes, 
There we l eave t he boat f or the wi nter, 
And wit b th•: horses , we start t he l ong hike . 
It ' s a l ong s t eady time to t he sumitt, 
Then unload and c amp for the night . 
Start out about day light next morning , 
With good luck you' ll be home the same ni ght . 
You are tired and you're hung r y , 
A~d th ~ hor ses are too , 
Bu t they need no ergi ng t o go , 
When t he big meadow corr~ s into view . 
Their a nxious to be unloaded, 
The i r days work i s through . 
From the glaciers of Nor t he r n Al aska , 
To Ca lifornia ' s swe l tering heat, 
The North woods of Bri tish Co lumbia , 
Are pretty hard t o beat. 
I ' ve been in l ots of places, 
And I've lived a much different l ife . 
But g ive me the wide oper, sp<tr r-: s , 
And jus t go on be ing a Trappe r' s wife . 

When wa s th ~ s poem wr it ten? 
It was written in 1936 or 3 7 6tl! •.?>r the o tloer . I ' m not qui te s ure . 
You have mentioned before whe r e you wer ~ . Could yo u j ust pin it down to 
te ll us . 
We l l, we ' ve l ived , went from Prince George , down river, the Cr ooked River . 
The Pack Rive r first t h~n th ~ Cr ooked Rive r . Then we c rossed l akes , Davy 
Lakes , Red Roc~ Lake , and then .. . .• I can't r emember the name of t he l ake . 
And t hen we had a nother big l ake t hat we stopF•ed at, wh~re the Hudson Bay 
Post was . There wf:: stayed ove rnigr.t there . But we l oaded up at Summitt 
Lake when we l eft Pr i nce Geo r ge we l oaded up ou r boat from t he re . And 
t he n we we nt down, right: on down t hrough to which we docked at tl-.e Hudsor• 
Bey Post. Then we wen t on down the river tc where we l eft t l 1 ~ Parsnick 
River . It went abo ut t hi rty-fiv e miles down river an~ we l ef t the Parsn i ck 
River a nd hau l e d the boa t out . We took our packs , everything out and t hE:n 
we pul l ed the boat out . And turned i t up over t h ~ stakes, we had b ig tr•·es 
that wt.· cu t: t•ff , and pulled thE: boat out a nd tu:: n.: d it ups·:r:e c!u-wn on Une1·.e 
so t ·he por.cup i nes could ·1 't chew on i t . Because where your han ds 
are on t he gunne l s of your boat , they will chew ' cause i t's t he salt that 
the y want . It ' s mor e or l ess t he pe rspera tion fo rm your hands , l eaves a 

on i t . And they ' l l chew the gunnels of yo ur boat 
al l to pieces . So we tinned tae posts that the boats was on so that they 
cou l dn ' t c limb it . And we neve r had any difficulty with i t . And then t he 
next day we ' d start pack ing , ge tting the pack boxes r eady fo r our , pu t on 
the pack horses . We ha d s ix h ead of ho rses a nd we'd l oad the boxef. U? and 
t hey a ll have to be ha l anced. If you do: •' t ba l ance your boxes properly the 
pack wi l l sl ip and th ~ first thing you know the pack's unde r t he hor ses 
belly instead of on it ' s back . Then wheh we got them all packed like th~t 

we , it too k us two weeks to t a ke our s uppl ies i n . I t was ' caus e we took over 
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two t ons in for winter supply . We too~ over t wo tons of provis i ons in and 
we had everyth ing. I t h i11k I co uld have star t e d a grocery store with every­
thing t hat I had in t here. Because there was everything you could possib ly 
t hink of. 
Excuss me f or t alk i ng , but whe n y ot' came down there a n ct yo u took the boat . 
Now whe n you l~ft , where were t h~ horses i nbe t ween time? 
They we re on a place called Skobl es Flat . And t hat ' s on t he Parsnick River . 
And that ' s where t hey stayed wh ile we were ou t for the summer months. For 
the l ~ ngth~ o f time t hat we were o ut , t hey s t ayed there . And th~n when we 
we n t on up, t he n we campe d on the top of t he , practicality above, three 
and a ha)f mi l es from t he summi t t. Is where we camped because that was whe r e 
trees e nded , tha t yo u coul d t i e yo ur ho r ses to . And after tha t the t r ees got 
s o sma ll they we r e j ust l ike li tt l e bits of s h r ub, so you had n o th ing to tie 
to . And then we we n t over t he top then, from t he n on we wen t up over the top 
a nd down on tl:\e othe r s i de . That took•.us two days to make the trip fr<rm the 
Pa r s n ick e nd . 
Whe n you were sayi ng you r horses you had th~m packed even . . .. for s uppl i es, 
j ust what d i d you take? 
We l l , we took in four hundred poun ds of f l o ur , fo u r hundred pounds of white 
flour , a nd two hundred pounds o f t he who l e whea t flour, a n d we t ook in fo ur 
hundred pounds of suga r , the size . . . . maybe twe l ve , fiftee n pounds of rice , 
beans , and al l the dried fru i t , we had eve r y k ind, apr i cots , pea r s , peaches , 
a pp l es, logenber ries, strawberr i es, prunes , raisins , both the dark a nd the 
l i gh t raisins. And we tak•: in ten pound s , not the whole nuts, we take in ten 
pounds o f wa l nu ts , peanut s a n d a l monds . And we had everyth i ng , a nd t he mixed 
f ru it we used t o t ake t he mixed f r ui ts a n d I could made a fruit mak e and every-
t h ing . 
Di d yo u use yea s t or sou rdo ugh? 
We used the s ourdo ugh . I made sou rdough and I always l eft a starter whe n I 
left the camp I a l ways left a s t arter end I cou l d start my bread right away . 
Right . 
An d as far as vege t a bles we took in potatoes , in the big cans a nd there just 
l ike t he potatoes th~t yo u buy i n these packages now t hat you can buy . And 
we had the po t a t oes dehj(hra ted potato(~ s, bee t , carrots, parsni p , turnups , 
cabbage , and onions . An d they were al l taken i n i n c ans . An d the n for soup 
whe n I ' d ma k e soup , we ' d get t he big cans like t he same size as the big fru it 
t i ns t hat yo u get now, fruit j ui ce tins. And they had a mixed vegetabe i n . 
The re was everyth i ng you cou l d think of in t hose cans . And when you wanted 
to make soup a ll you had to do was take a half a cup full of that mixed 
vegetables and pu t i n your soup and you had vege table soup wi t hout a ny . But 
we cou l dn ' t take i n the fresh vegetab l es because they wou l d ' t keep . We had 
a ce l l ar a n d we ' d take in four cases of eggs a n d there was t h irty dozen to t he 
case . We took f our cases of eggs in . An d we t ook i n two hundred pounds of 
bu t t er for t he wi n ter , fo r the year . But the eggs , as soon as I wo ul d get in 
that was the first thing, s l abs of bacon , t h~ eggs , the butter , and the sugar 
were taken i n fi r st i n case of ra i n . So t hat it wouldn ' t get wet . And then 
tb a rest of the a nyth i ng e l se . But we didn't take any canned , no canned food 
in at a ll. 

I n t e rviewe r : That ' s what I was going to ask you . I was t r ying to fig ure ou t 
When yo u 

Eva : No . I didn ' t . No, I di dn ' t l i k e t hat st uf f . It ' s ho r ri b le , I 
d idn' t like it . No , t he way I processed my eggs was I had a big soup kettle , 
a good big one . I took a p i ece of netting, a fine ch i cken netting , and I 
made just l ike a basket . I pu t t he kett l e on . I put this pot on it , got 
t he water j ust a ro l ling h a rd boi l. And you put eight or t en or a dozen 
eggs, depend on the size , in this cage and drop them down i n th~ boiling 
water a nd count , one , two, three , four . Lift t h em out and lav t he m out on 
bath towels on t he tab le a n d t hey ' l l keep for a year. The la~t ones you use 
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are just as .... taste j ust as fresh as the f i rst on·~s . The n they were packed 
pu t back i n t he cases a nd pu t in:o the ce llar and th~ ce l lar was cut r ight 
out of the pe rma frost . And boarded up with t he split logs . I t was a l l 
sea l ed up a nd you coul d pu t you butter a nd you r eggs in there and they were 
just as fresh and nice as a nyth ing could be whe n we ' d come out. 
And the n of co use , for yo ur meat, you had moos e meat . 
Oh yes , we ha d moose meat. We had ... . we used to ge~ lots of grousP. . 
the g r ouse were thic k i n there . And I ' d s t and i n the cabin door a n d 
the head off of the g r ouse wi th a twe n ty- two . And make a . •. . have a 
dinner ou t o f a coupl e of g r ouse . Made a r ea l good dinner . 

Because 
knock 
good 

Now a l so , in s ome r eminiscence yo u we r e t e lling .... you mentioned once you 
had sho t a g rizz l y . 
No , a black bear, a b ig b l ack bear . 
Now could you mind, do yo u mind desc rib ing . . . 
We l l , it was i n th ~ spr in g of the yea r whe n t h e ice we n t o u t. 

We ll as the i c P went out it f l oo d e~ e ve r yt hi ng , you see , comi n g 
dow n the river and o u t of the lakes . I t just flooded the part 
of the meadow . And t he t raps, some of t he beaver traps were sti l l in , i n the 
water and the l akes. And it came on so sudde n l y that you sometime s get 
caugh t with sorr,e of you r traps in . We ll we cut long poles of wil l ow poles, 
a nd s p r ing the ir t raps a nd l eave t he poles sticking up . So that we wou l dn ' t 
catch a ny beave r o ut of .•.. so t hey woul dn't s poi l , the pe l ts woul d spoil . 
We l l then when t he wate r we n t down , we ' d g o up and take t he pole ~nd pul l 
the po l e ou t . We al l had h ip boots , a n d we ' d go a nd take o ur hip boots 
and we co·. ld wade out t h roug~ t hat and get t he pole a n d pul l t h ~ trap righ t 
out of t he wa t e r. To be sure then t h a t yo u didn ' t have a n y an im~ l i n the 
t rap. And I wa s going up my hus ba' d wen t one wa y a nd I sa id we l l I ' ll go up 
t he meadow a nd pick up those traps at the beaver pon d . As I wa s going along 
righ t i n t he mi dd l e of ou r b i g meadow where we c ut t he hay , there was a big 
bunch of wi l l ow. We left t hat so as the horse s c oul d go i n there and kee;1 the 
f l ies off of them in t he s ummer and the mos quitos . And t,.;hen I was going 
a l ong I seen th is, as I t ho ught was a moose when I first seen it. But then 
when I stepped a ro und it was a big bl ack bear . We l l , he stood up on his hind 
legs and I tho ught Oh Boy , t here ' s t ro ~ b l e , bu t I had my twenty-two with me 
with a l ong s hel l in it . An d he dropped down on his fro n t quarters a nd start­
Pd towards me a nd I sai d ''We ll o l d by i t ' s either you or me and i t ' s not 
going to be me " a nu I l e t h im have it. I st unned h i m I h i t h im between the 
eyes, i t st unned h i m but he went down on h i s s i de and I wasn ' t satisfied so 
t he n I wen t up a nd put one in his ear and tha t f inished him. 
You ' d pr e t ty we l l have to wo u l dn ' t yo u because .. . .. . 
Yes , just wH h a knock ... . j ust . . . t he r e ' s a sof t part jus t above the nose and 
t he eyes, there ' s a soft spo t . An d I happen t o h i t i t r ight. And that st un­
ned h im , but the n I wen t up a nd gav e h im anothe r sho t a n d t hat was , t hat finish­
ed h i m. 
You used t h~ f at fo r cooking? 
No. Whe n it came up . .. I don't think there wa s f i ve pounds of fat on it , be­
cause he had j ust come out of hibernation . Bu t his h i de when we stretched it 
on the side of t he cabin, we stretche d it a n d t hen it t~as just two or three 
days befo r e we were comi ng ou t . An d of course it was sti l l green. So we 
l eft it and I r ubbed it with salt a n d a l um so t ha t the po r cupines wouldn't 
bother it. And when we came i n we didn ' t bother tak i ng th·~ head , we just cut 
i t off r i ght a t the neck . And when we pu t i t on the floor, it st r etche d ~ rom 

one end of t he bunk to th e other. And t he bunk was six feet long . And i t 
stretched from one end . . . . oh it was . ... 

I nterv i ewer: I ' m sorry I was inter upting you , we ' ve been ta lk i ng a bou t 
alright now , whe r e were yo u bor n ? 

Eva : I was born i n I nd i a nv il le , On tario . 
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Ah , were you used to come to this, not B. C Northern land , bu t . .. . 
No, never was out i n t he woods, t o l ive out in the woods before. No it was, 
as I said in the poem that it was a very differen t l ife to what I was accustom­
ed to . But I tho r oughly enjoyed it, I was ve r y sor r y when we had to give up 
the trap line . 
It was alot of work at times. 
Oh , it was alot of work but I enjoyed it and I t ook, used to take all , I used 
t o sk in and st r e t ch al l t he pe l ts. Outside of the heavy, t he bigs ones that 
would, couldn ' t be carried in . But any that was smal l like mi nk , martin, 
fisher , armin , squirrels, · a nd al l of t hat I would, t hat I wo u ld get at home 
aro und ho use . Or when he , my husband would bring them i n his packsack . I 
used to stretch them a l l . An d that gave me someth ing to do and I never got 
l onely. 
Right. don' t 
No, you don ' t ge t lone l y, it was wonderful. I 
We we r e go~ng t o ta l k about fis h i ng in t he ice 
t hat you use fis h. 
Yes . 
How? 

Yo u real l y don ' t get lone l y . 
really enjoyed it. 
as one thing . You were saying 

We ll my husband wou l d go over t o the lake a nd he ' d take , we had a b i g chisel 
on a pole, a b i g broad chisel. Yo'U could use it for ice, copping ice . And 
he ' d cut this big ho l e in the ice and I ' d take a pf~ce of moose meat, put it 
on the hook. On a very short po l e and just a l ittle, maybe abou t a six or 
eight foot line . And catch t he t rout out of the lake . Ahd as soon as t hey 
wou l d hit the ice you ' d get , d idn ' t even have a ba r b on the hook . As soon as 
it would go down well they were hungry yo u see and they ' d come afte r it and 
get t he hook, ge t i t . And yo u jus t give it a shake and t hey ' d fa l l off of it 
a nd h i t: the ic e a nd t hey ' d g i ve a coup l e of f l i ps and t hey we r e f r oze, froze 
so l id . And I ' d get eno ugh that I t hought wo uld do fo r seve r al good meals . 
And when I' d come home I ' d t aken the b i g wash t ub, pu t i n on the, put a canvas 
down in the cab i n . And get, go t o the spr i ng a nd get t h ree of four buckets 
o f water a nd put i t i n. Dump t he fish into them and t hen t h row a canvas over 
the top and in a few minutes you ' d hear t hem fl opp i ng and sp l ashing aro rj nd 
and they ' d come to . They were froze but they' d come to . And you ' d catch 
t hem, get t hem o ut a nd the n we 'd c l ean t hem, r un a wire t hrough t he g ill s or 
througt t he eyes, and hang them up on a l ine . And they ' d be froze we ll whe n 
a l l yo u wanted when you wan ted a fresh fish just go out and knock, take t hem 
off. 
About how big we r e t hey? 
Oh, some of them were , be from fourtee n to e i gh teen inches. They were good 
big . ... 
And they were t ro u t . 
Oh , t hey were t rou t yes, bea utifu l, great b i g tro ut. So we had quite a 
varie t y of . . • we ha d du~ks, a t t i mes when they ' d come through we ' d have ducks. 
Sometimes we ' d happen to get a goosr! . And t here grouse. So we didn ' t to 
eat straight moose meat . We had quite a variety . 
And a l so you had the weathe r wi th you, you didn' t need a deep freeze. 
No, we didn' t need a deep free ze . We used t he o l d cab i n for a mee t house 
and we ' d hang the , cu t the mea t a ll up . And put it, we ' d cut, wh i l e it was 
sti l l fresh , we ' d c u t it up in t o steaks, roasts , boil i ng p i eces or what ever 
we wan ted . And put i t i n the o l d cab i n . We had a she l f , a swing ing she l f , 
i t was with wire and this swingi ng she l f . No mi ce or anyth i ng cot, l d get a t 
it . And th~t ' s where we hung our meats as we pu t it in there . 
We l l, l ike your s nows hoeing wou ld be, had to be one of your means of t erms o f 
I t h i nk you me n t i oned once yo ur hus band ma de them . 
Yes, my husband • ... . 
How? 
We 11

1 
yo u get the , th~ way we ' d get t he birch . The snows hoes were made of 

b irch wood. And you ' d get the b i rch wood but t he r e, there was n ' t any 



I nterviewer : 
Eva : 

Interv i e11.•er : 

Eva: 

Interviewer : 
Eva : 

Interviewer : 
Eva : 

I n terv i ewer: 

Eva : 

In te r viewer : 
Eva : 

(6) 

aro und whe r e we we r e . And when we were ou t at Fort Mac l eod, where the Hudson 
Bay post was . We ' d c u t a b i rch down and c ut it up into st r i ps, sp li t it 
i n to str ips, you see , because birch is a ve r y , wonde rful g r a in , the r e ' s 
real l y no gra in to b i rch . And ue ' d take that in and c l ean t h em down to t he 
s hape that we wa n ted. And t he n we 'd steam t he m. An d t hen t u rn t he bend the 
s hoes the way , s ha pe that we wan ted. And then we ' d ge t , what they ca ll Pd 
babbish , the I nd i an , that ' s an untanned moose hide or somet i mes if we coul d 
we ' d ge t a stee r hide. And it sp l it , thdt would a ll be cut i n di fferent s i ze 
strips . An d tha t' s what we laced ou r shoes with. But t he moose was r ea ll y 
stretched t oo much a nd so we ' d get i f we could we 'd get a steer h ide wh ile we 
were o u t a nd have i t al l c u t i n str ips. And tha t' s wha t we ma de our s nowshoes 
of. 
How l ong d i d i t t ake you t o learn t o use t hos e? 
No . I didn't t ake me, I fir·st , couple of t imes, the f irst time I used t hem 
it was a l i tt l e difficu lt. But it was a ve r y short time and I l earned to use 
them . I had two pairs, I had what we ca ll ed the r ackers, t hat ' s were you go 
th r ough crai l s a nd t hen t here was the li tt l e trai l s hoes , they were sma ll. 
After you got yo ur t r ail broke, t hen you c ould use t he sm~l l er s nows hoes . But 
the s now up the r ~ was very , very s l ot, it never pressed, i t was j ust l i ke 
powder . And if yo u stepped off you r snows hoes , stepped off of t he trai l you 
were in snow a nd you had a d ign~t ge tt i ng out . 
Now, what t ime d id s p r ing break, you put t he winter , what time was t he sp ring 
break. 
We ll, i t was us ua lly around t he midd l e o f May , that t he ice we n t out . You 
see we we r e so h igh up a nd t h •~ s now , t here was s till s n ow on t he ground , bu t 
t he i ce was go ing out, a nd when t hat i ce we n t out you cou ld hear it a ll ove r 
the va lley . Because i t wo uld crack end s nap and i t wou l d p i l e up a l ong t he 
si de of t he r ive r and everyth ing i n i t was· old . Huge b ig chuncks of i ce go ing 
out . When the wa t e r s star t ed up i n t he moun tai ns, when the s t : e;rms started 
comi ng down t he n t he beaver ponds would b r eak up. And t hey wo·, ld go over the 
dam, sometimes the~ would b r eak t he beaver dam. And t hen they would have to 
bui l d t heir dams al l up again . But whe n t he i ce was going down t he river 
it was h uge big capes of i ce that llas goi ng down th•~ river a nd you coul d 
hear it just like , oh, you could hear crack and you 'd think someone was 
s hooting off a gun, a rif f le , t hat wou ld crack when i t' s goi ng out . 
Wel l , then you d i dn't stuy there i n the s umme r. 
No, we wen t , we l eft , we we n t i n t he l ast week or ten days of Ju l y and we came 
out any where, we came out a ny where from t he tenth to the twe ntyth of J une. 
And that was we ll after the spri ng break . 
Yes , that af t er t he spr ing b reak, ' cause we coul dn' t get out , out before tha t. 
One year we came o u t the twentyth of Jun~ a nd the snow on t he summit was up 
to the horses be llies . And we had to break tra i l ahead of t he horses, so 
they could get th ro ugh wi th the packs . Beca use t hey coul dn' t get throug h 
so they broke tra il s th ro ugh t he pa th s so t hat t he horses coul d ge~ t hr ough . 
Wel l , now you' re th i s far you' ve mentioned as yo u men tioned in yo ur poem , no 
near neighbo urs . Di d you have any know l edge of first aid what so ever? 
Oh yes, oh yes . But a ll t he time we were i n t he r e they , not' e of us ever go t 
a co l d . We never got a co l d . 
Did you have an y bad accidents? 
Yes , I broke my a rm in t here . My h usband i s away on t he trap , l i ne and he 
wasn' t , woul dn' t be home ' t il t he fo ll owing day . I was feedi ng t he horses, 
and I s l ipped on t he i ce a nd came down and b roke my, just a bout a n inch above 
t he wrist j oin t . We l l I was stuck , I didn't know what to do . So I came in 
a n0 t hat fa ll, or t hat s ummer, when we wen ~ i n I took in threP or four yards 
of unb l eache d mus l i 11. Fo r why I took it I do n' t know . But I went to the 
dresser drawer a nd I got it and I c l ippe d i t wi th the sc i ssors, wit h t he l eft 
hand because my r i gh t hand wrist t hat I broke . I c l i p ped it and I got a ho l d 
of it with my teeth and my, I pulled and pul led and I ripped off a f u l l , t he 
who l e l e nght of i t. I put t he ba ndage aro und t he pa l m of my hand a coup l e of 
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times and then put it up around my wrist . I pulled th1~ table out from t hf: 
wa ll, stuck my hand in back of the table and shoved it up tight against t he 
l ogs and pulled. And it popped into place and then I wrapped it . And when 
my husban~ came home I had my hand all wrapped up in theses , with this band­
age . And I had it slung up my, he ld it up against me with a hundred pound 
fl0ur sack . And the n I had him when he came home , then I had him make a 
pai r·, make some splints out of one of the pack boxes . And I came out, whe n 
we came out in the lat er part of June, I went to the, up to the, went to the 
doctor to see if it was alrigh c . And he said it was £e t perfectly. 
Well, you kept imagining yo ur firs t aid kit, did you have pain k illers ? 
Oh, we had pain kill ers . I had hypo and eve r ything a nd I never t hought abot•t 
it . But that night I walked the floor, the pain was, it was pa ining pretty 
ba dly. And I cot.ldn't undress so I had to go to be d with my c lothes on, ' caus e 
I cou ldn't get my c lothes off. 
And how did you manage to keep your fire going? 
Oh I had, we had a grea t big hea ter and a ll I had to do was s lide the l id off 
a nd pu t the, drops the l ogs down into i t so I h a d plenty of ... 
You had l ots of fuel to run .... 
Oh yes , we hac plenty of fuel . 
I guess in a ca s e like that . .... . 
Cords a nd co rd s of woo d t hat were cut in the spring before we went out was cut 
and all dried and everything by the time we got back in. 
Was it handy for you . . .. 
Oh yes, my husband never le ft the h ouse, left f or his run tha t he didn 't pile 
a, put a great big pile of wood in the cabin that I didn't have to go ou t and 
get a ny at a l l . So I was, I was alright . 
Oh, that was lucky. Because that could have been very tragic othe rwise . 
Oh yes, if I hadn't h a d prese nce of mind to of done that, by the next day 
it might have been pretty hard to set because it ~rou ld have swo lle n, swelled 
up so you see . I would have been so badly swoll e n that you cou ldn't of . ... . 
a n d I know he wouldn't wante d to have pull ed it because he would have been 
afra id he 'd hurt me-
Oh you really were very fortunate weren't you though. And not just yo u bu t , 
wh e n you r ead a ll we know of so ma ny times that fir st aid i s nee ded , accidents 
h a ppen. And that ' s what made me wonder how you had made out . 
Well, it was jus t, I guess it was j ust common sense is a ll that I can say, 
because I ha d never done anything l i k e that before . It was just commo n sense 
that, I just put my hand back the r e and shoved the table agains t it and pull­
ed . I ' ll tell you it hu: t when I did it, I had to put my head down on the 
table for a few minutes, because everything turned bl ack and I l ayed there for 
a few minutes but then I got the bandage on a nd it was fine. And it was set 
perfectly. 
Thank- you . 
Whe n you took the total of yot•r s tuff i n, how did you store it when you had it 
in? 
When we, before we took it in to the into the trap l : ne? 
When you got it into the trap line . 
Well, first when we l eft the river we had a cabin that was at Scovals Fla t . 
It had no windows in it . It was just a good sized log cabin and it had a 
b ig bin at the , in it. That any thing like f l our, a nd anything that the rats 
or any thing cou ld get in it wasn't r at proof . An d a nything that the rats o r 
mice c ould ge t in, it was all put in thi s big bin. And it was a ll tinn e d 
inside so as that if they eid chew t hrough t h1~ wood, they couldn't get into 
it. And that had a good cover on it and it was pad locked. And then we had 
a, c lose the door a nd we had a secr e t lock on the , you wouldn ' t know that there 
was a lock on the door. And it was a secre t way of opening the door , opening 
and locking the door. That nobo dy knew a ny thing about . And the Indians cou ldn't 
get into ~t . They tr i ed to figure out how to get i n, but they couldn' t get int o 
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jt. And so that was where we kept our s tu ff while we were packing in . But 
the first loads we would pack , we put a certain amount of, we 'd have the 
boxes set ting by each, for each h ors e would be. And they'd be two thing~, 
there'd be one in each box, exactly t he same size a nd we i ght . And then a strip 
of bacon would go right, when we ' d get that al l packed, there 'd be a slab of 
bacon go on the top of each box. And the n t he, that was al l we did on the 
first load . We took in ... . . 
Why bacon? 
Wel l, because it was flat , you see it was flat. And you could pu t a nything 
that ~;as rounding, you coul d put right over the top of that. But we took i n 
a l so with our, in our packs, we put in, took in canned bacon a nd canned h am . 
The who l e hams, we wot,ld take in i n the cans . And the y wou l d go, there ' d be 
one in each box, so as to l eve l the, to even thr~ boxes up . And yo u had to be 
careful because certain horses cou ld take a he~vie r load than the others. And 
we 'd put the heavier loads on the bigger horses. Then thf~ smaller horses 
di ~n ' t have the amcu11t that t he heavier horses had. And the n right on the top 
wou ld be either a sack of sugar o r ~ sack of f l our right up on the top of the 
load . So as to roun~ your load up and your tarp was put on the top of that . 
And the n we put what we ca l led the diamond hitch, was a heavy rope and it was 
made, it was a certain way of putting th(~ rope on that formed just like a 
diamond on the top of the pack . And all you had to do whe n yo u went to take 
i t off was pul l one rope and the whole thing would fal l off . But you had to 
know how to twist it to give it this cer t ain twist en the top to make thr~ 

hi tch on the top. And that was the way we packed our horses . 
Yah , but wh e n you ride, how did you store back ? 
We ll, when ~'e arrived we wou l d take down the eggs a nd the butter, were taken 
into the house. An d ~h~n the other was al l put up in the cashe, which was 
bui l t up on big, high poles, we had . And we fortunate eno ugh that there was 
four trees that were a certain distance apart . Cutting the other trees out 
it l e ft th•: four trees for the e nd pol es . And then the r e was a frame put on 
top of t hat that was made solid of pol e s . And the n t he flour a nd the sugar 
and a ll the dried fruits and everyth ing l ike that that we didn ' t want in the 
house was al l put up in that cashe . And it was well built so as no mice , no 
flying squirre l s, wh ich we had l ots of them there, no flying squ irre ls or 
anything could get into t h em . And ~ l adder that we could l ean up against the 
a nd go in through the, into the cashe , and when we needed anything out of Lhe 
cashe. 
And couldn't you , the way you describe it, couldn't a bear or something , couldn ' t 
t hey cl i mb it. 
No . They couldn't have climbed it becaus e they , wel l you see the bear has, 
as soon as it gets about, oh, a coup l e or three feet of snow 0n the ground, the 
bear go in, they hybernate . And noth ing e l se could get into i t, because the 
pol es were al l cove red with tin . Anyth ing, a ny ti11 that we had we neve1· threw 
out, they we 1·e al l s plit ope n a nd nai l e d onto th ~ poles, so as nothing coul d 
c limb the poles. Th~t way noth ing could get into i t . 
Wel l, did you have any probl ems with going from winter to summe r? Forest fires. 
No, we never had any forest fires whatsoever up in there because we were a l­
ways very careful a n ~ we watched very carefu l on the counter fires because 
if we d id have a fire we ' d lose eve rything . We never had a n y f ires at a ll. 
Well t he n, I ' m go ing back a litt l e bit now, agai n to, I think we mentioned 
earlier on about wolves . Did you ever have any pe rsona l expe rie nce? 
No, neve r did. The wolves were , if yo u come out , if there happen to be a 
wol f out in the , out, you happen to see one and he seen you, he wou l d dis­
appear. You 'd wonder how they cou l d move so fast . They never , a nd we never 
had any troub l e with them. There's only one k ind t hat I kn ew of in all t he 
years that we were in t here . That I knew of a n ybody that was ever bothered 
with wolves . Bijt that was a young fe ll ow going out for Christmas and he had 
his toboggan , and he ha d hi s dogs. And it 1•asn ' t him t hey were after, it was 

h is dogs. But he s hot the l ead wolf and wh e n he s hot the l ea d wo l f that stopped 
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the m because, when you draw blood on a wol f or if you shoot a wol f and their 
in a pack they'll tear the other wolf to pieces , they' l l eat it. So by the 
time they got that wolf all tore to pieces he was away off down and they never 
bothered h i m because that was, but that ' s the only time I e ver hea rd of any­
body, of a wolf a pack ever following them, but that was the dogs they were 
after, not the man . While we were in there I hea r a peculiar l ittle noise one 
night and I c ouldn't fig ure out what it was. I heard it several times , so 
wh e n my husband came home I said the re's a funny l i ttle noise and I says I can' t 
figure o ut what it tis . I says it sounds l ike someth ing hummi ng or s i ngi ng. 
I says I can ' t f i gu r e ou t wha t it tis. And he sairl well I wouldn't know what 
it was . And thenwhi l e we were , we had gone to bed and I hea rd it and I says 
there it tis aga in . Well he says we'll see what it tis. So we took, we had a 
big flashlight, so we went out very quietly to s ee wha t it was. An d it was a 
porcupine , a n old f emale porc upine , sitting in t he l i ttle shed back of the cabin 
where we have our meat house . And she wa s s i t ting there nu rsing her babies. 
She ha d two littl e bab ies, and she was nurs i ng them she was s i ng ing, sitting 
there with he r a rm s around them and singing to them . And j ust a l ittle huh, 
huh,huh,huh, a nd i t just sounded like a mother singing to her babies . And I 
had neve r heard of anybody seeing a porcupine in th ·~ wi ld t ha t was feeding her 
babies before nor si nce . 
That is really interesting . 
I t was very , very interesting . And another thing t hat was very interesting, 
when they beav e r had their young, there was a l a ke that was just, oh, just a 
s hort distanc e from the fr om the cabin . In fact it was a double lake with the 
house in, their house was i nbe twee n the two lakes . And we would go down a nd 
we'd go up back at th is l itt l e nol e a nd we'd sit on the top of the nole and 
look right down into t he beaver pond. And the old gir l, she wou l d come out 
with a littl e beav e r, oh, t hey ' d be maybe about e i ght inches l ong , l i t tl e b it s 
of f e llows. And they, she ' d come out wit h one on her , hang i ng on he r back and 
swim o ut get, ge t up c l ose to the beav e r house and it wou ld jump off and shake 
itse l f a nd get on the be aver house . The n she 'd go down a nd she 'd bring the 
others . They us ually have from two to four not man y more than that . But some­
times she ' d ha ve two , somet imes thre e a nd ve r y seldom you ' d eve r see four . And 
she ' d bring t he m all out a nd t hen she 'd teach t h em to swim . And she ' d take the 
fi r st o ne a nd she ' d take it out and when it start t o g o down, she 'd put her 
nose underneat h i t a nd lift it up a nd it would pa ddl e away there a nd then she 'd 
take i t back to the to the dir t. And take each one of t hem, but you had to si t 
perfect l y st ill, if you moved she would hit her tai l and you coul d sound just 
like a pop of a gun . And e v erything would be perfect l y qu i et and they just 
laid f l a t on their h ouse and you couldn ' t t e ll t hem from a p iece of earth . 
On the be a ver house . But that 's the way she us ed to bring them out and it was 
very i n teresting to watch them .. But just l e t anything make a move and she 
would always go rig h t down under nea th a nd a ll you coul d see was ju s t her eyes 
a n d it just looked like a frog , a bou t t he s ize of a frog on the pond. Yo u 
couldn ' t s ee a ny thing else but her , she woul d be right down unde r the wat er . 
And then ' til l everything quie ted down the n she ' d come up a nd swim back t o the 
to the , to her babies aga in. But i t was very interes ting to watch . 
We ll, saying t ha t yo u had to be s till, d id you notice there sounds of t he 
Northern Lights . Did you ever hear .... 
Oh yea , we hea rd the , we hea rd the , I he a r d the Nort he rn Lights a nd I ' ve seen 
the most gorgeous di s pl ay of No r the rn Lights that I think anybody has e ver seen 

' ca use it was , you c ould l ook up a nd it jus ~ looke d like a b i g flower open ing 
up, of a l l the different colours, t he pal e paste l shades of flowers . Like it 
was just a f l ower open i ng up . And then t he big streamers coming from t he , 
goodness knows whe r e they come from, nobody knows what the Northern Light s 
a r e , what they come from . But there would be b i g streamer s s hooting up all 
over t he , the who l e , the whol e place wou l d be li t up with the Northern Li ghts . 
And a ll di f f erent colours . Just looke d like search l igh t s go ing up a nd down 
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al l a r ound . The y we r e gorgeous . 
The star hou ses a r e more bea ut iful . 
Oh, t he sta r s a r e so b r il lant, a n j you can , there ' s n ot h i ng t o stop them, up 
t he r e , every t hing i s so clear . And yo u coul d see th~ m s parkling j ust l ike 
t hey we r e f l ashing . They woul d be so ... And the moon at times you ' d, i t 'd 
be so , t he s now , everyth ing was so whit e a nd wh e n t h ~ moon was out , in ful l 
moon, you cou l d a lmost read a pa per from the moonl ight i t was so it was so 
c l ea r. 
And ' cause yo ur da ys were v e r y s hort. 
Oh yes, our days we r e very s hort, yo· : wou l dn' t ha v e day ligh t 'ti l l aro und abou t 
nine o ' c l ock in the mo r ning . And the n at three , hal f past th ree in t he af t e r 
n oon you ' d have t o ligh t you r l i ght s aga in . 
What a bou t you r summer time? 
Oh in t he sunmer time we had the day lig h L wa s dayl i gh t arou~ d , oh, da y , yo u ' d 
have day l ight rea l dayl igh t by f our o ' c loc k in t he morning i t would be r ea l 
b r i gh t day lig h t . And t he n you wo u ldn ' t have darkness until a r o und abo~t nine 
ten o ' c l ock a t night . And t he n it rea l l y for a coupl P or ho ur s i t wou l dn ' t 
be, wh a t yo u ca ll real l y da rk, it'd be more like a deep t wilight, unit l a bou t 
t h ree o 'c l o c k i n the morni ng . Bu t then i t woul d s t a r t to get r ea l light again. 
Uh, whe n yo u l ooked back, you say you ha d , whe n yo u ope ne d th i s yo u were 
say ing t ha t in your poem tha t yo u r l ife had been di f f erent, be f o re . 
Yes . 
Did yo u, woul d yo u do i t again ? 
Yes , I s u rel y wou l d . I wou l d again yes , I ' d go th roug h i t again i f I cou l d . Of 
course I'm get ting old n ow bu t , i f I was younge r I 'd go through t he same th i ng 
again it was s o wonde r f u l up i n there . 
Wha t most now yo u can coio.pa r e , t ry t o compat·e wha t we have n ow t o wha t you 
ha d t he n . What most appea l ed t o you? Like t he silence, the quietness . 
We ll, yes , t he si l e nce the qui etness and yo u r , we ll i f you wa n te d to wo rk you 
coul d work and if you didn' t wa n t to work you were you r own boss you di dn ' t 
have to work i f yo u didn ' t want t o . And we had some wonde r fu l times i n t here. 
Es pecial l y whe n we we r e cutt Lng hay . We ha d, we didn ' t have a wagon , we took 
a nd made a stone bolt of t he trees that t he , we fo und t rees that had , when 
t hey ' d c ome up it had a crook at the r oot . We l l those we t o ok a nd cut and made 
r unne r s o ut and put po l es across and t he n we hooke d , had harness on t wo of t he 
horses , yo u coul d put a harness on, t he o t hers were, could j ust , pack horses . 
But these two yo u cou l d harness . An d t hat ' s the way we brough t our hay i n . 
And we l oa de d i t in , on to t he , ma de t he, pu t the hays t acks up , stacks of hay 
up . And that we c u t a bout seve n ty to n of hay every fa l l , we ' s c ut seven ty 
tons of hay a f ter we we n t in . An d that was s t acked . And i t ' s t he first time 
I ever s t acked , put i n , worked on a stack of hay. Bu t I do l~e t h e stack ing 
a nd my hus ba nd done t he pitching . And I stacked t he hay a nd i t stayed , it neve r 
fe ll over , it was the f i rs t time I had ever done a ny hay stack ing . Bu t it had , 
got good res ults f rom i t a n yway. But t hat was the feed for , to l ast us f rom 
oh from the f irst of October ' t il l t he ' t i l l up to abo u t May , we had t o feed . 
So it took a l o t of hay for s i x head of horses, feeding twice a day it took a ­
l ot of hay . And t hat hay was a ll c u t by ha nd, with the mower, with th~ ha nd , 
wi t h t he sithe it was a l l c ut with , it coul dn ' t take a mower a n d yo u cou l dn ' t 
t ake a wagon i n. 
No , it was done by h a n d . 
All cut, a ll c u t by sithe i t was a ll c u t by ha nd . 
I t was alot of hay . 
Yes , it was a l ot of hay but oh it was wonderful . An d it , it was so , a nd you ' d 
go o u t and c u t t he hay off a nd c u t a nd feed i t start fee ding it, it was, oh t he 
smel l f r om i t was wonderfu l . Because i t was all , we t ook i n t i mothey seed a n d 
scattered it , b roadcast i t and we had timothey a nd r ed clover mostly a nd the 
horses , it was rea l l y a wonderf ul feed f or the horses . 
You Know i f I had t o do it over aga i n , a l thoug h I ' m ge tt ing~b~~~ t , ~ {f ; D~was 

younger , I ' d do i t , go throug h t he same t h ing again , be caus e the life t hd t I 
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had in there was absolutel y wonde rful a nd I had the most wonderful husband 
that anybody eve r 1had . And we were very, very happ y and we we r e both very 
dissappointed when we couldn ' t have th ~ trap line an y longer . But the snow, 
the snow shoeing was too much for him, and ·so then we left an d came t o the 
city . And I sure didn't l i ke it after we got to the city. 
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